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Last Year’s Memories Make This Your Year
OSU! Happy New Year! I hope everyone is doing well. We
have a great year ahead. Whenever a new year begins, we
reflect over the previous year. We think about the successes
we had, the mistakes we made, and what we hope to accom‐
plish in the coming year. Like I've said before, we should all
say to ourselves, "Today is my day!" and "This year is my
year!" To be alive is to have a chance; that's the bo om line.
Good health is everything, worth more than billions of dollars.
So we go a Sweat, Sweat, SWEAT!
When I was in junior high and high school, I wasn't very good
at academics. I never wanted to study. Whenever I sat in
class, I could feel that the outdoors, field grounds, beach were
calling me. Wai ng for me. I couldn't stand to just sit s ll and
listen to teachers' lectures, so I always got into trouble. But
when I came to the United Sates in 1972, I gained a greater
apprecia on of Japanese history, culture and friends and fami‐
ly I le behind. Every once in awhile, I'd pick up an old high
school textbook and just read it. Some mes I used it to make
myself fall asleep, but other mes I was genuinely interested.
Now I'm a ci zen of the United Sates and I feel that America is
the greatest country in the world. Whenever I travel to other
countries to teach, I'm reminded of just how lucky we are to
live here. I was born and raised in Tokyo, though, so Japanese
history and culture is s ll an important part of who I am.
When I discovered my newfound interest in Japanese history
a er arriving in the United States, I shared it from me to me
with my students. Especially stories of ancient Samurai. I did‐
n't rely solely on textbooks for my knowledge, but also studied
diﬀerent historians' interpreta ons and opinions.
I arrived in Alabama at the start of the Karate Boom in the US.
Every class was packed and overflowing with students. Christ‐
mas me was always problema c for me because so many
students would invite me to their houses for Christmas par es
and dinners. Some mes Hanukkah dinners too. At that me I
spoke very li le English and didn't have any knowledge of
Christmas tradi ons. I couldn't accept an oﬀer from one stu‐
dent and not accept those from other students, so I had to
accept all the invita ons I received—usually about 6 or 7. It
was hard to do with my li le stomach.
Shihan Ron would take me around to all the diﬀerent houses.
We were like FedEx, delivering ourselves from house to house,
ea ng and drinking and moving on to the next one. It became
torturous to eat so much in a single day. My opinion of mod‐
ern Christmas me is that the "Joy of the Season" is ed in
with ads and merchandising campaigns. "Jingle bells, Jingle
bells" sounds the same as "Red hot sale, Red hot sale!", "Ho,
Ho, Ho!" is the same as "Buy, Buy, Buy!" The big corpora ons
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drive home the idea that the joy you feel in the holiday season
depends on the amount you spend on buying gi s.
During the holiday season, I always think back and compare
the tradi ons and celebra ons that take place in Japan with
those of the US. Japanese society is very adept at embracing
outside customs and views. For example, in Japan it is tradi‐
on that the father of a family brings home a "Christmas
Cake". This tradi on started around the me I was in high
school. Only a small percentage of Japanese people are Chris‐
ans, but almost every family eats Christmas Cake.
A er I came to America in the early 70's a new Christmas tra‐
di on began to emerge in Japan. I didn't know about it,
though, un l I asked Shihan Dai Takahashi and Sensei Masa
what other Christmas tradi ons are in Japan. Fast food res‐
taurants (i.e. McDonald's, Burger King, Kentucky Fried Chick‐
en) began popping up in Japan during the 70's. There is an
extremely prevalent tradi on now of ea ng Kentucky Fried
Chicken for Christmas dinner. The first KFC in Japan opened in
Nagoya in 1970 and quickly gained popularity. A couple years
later, a group of foreigners were in search of turkey dinner for
Christmas. However, turkey isn't popular in Japan and is very
hard to find, so they opted for the next best thing—"Christmas
Chicken" at KFC. KFC saw this as prime commercial opportuni‐
ty and launched its first "Kentucky for Christmas!" adver sing
campaign in 1974. Thanks to plenty of ads featuring Japanese
celebri es, the idea quickly caught on. Now, families stand in
line for up to 2 hours to order their KFC Christmas Dinners
months in advance. I couldn't stop laughing when I first heard
about this. What does KFC have to do with Christmas? Or the
birth of Jesus? Why is there such a thing as "Christmas Cake"?
There is one other unique tradi on in Japan that takes place at
the end of December—derived from the world of classical
music.
During the last few days of December, performances of Bee‐
thoven's 9th Symphony are everywhere. Performances take
place in every venue and are broadcast repeatedly on TV. One
year, 10,000 men and women filled an arena and all sang the
chorus. The women wore evening gowns and the men tuxe‐
dos. I think every year since then, more and more people
have gathered to top the number of singers from the previous
year. I can imagine Beethoven rolling around in his grave eve‐
ry December and wondering, "What's going on in Japan??
They sure do love me!"
One other year‐end tradi on in Japan comes from history and
reminds people of what it means to be Japanese. It is a true
story from Samurai history that concerns events that took
place in 1701. More than 300 years later, people are s ll crazy
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Saiko Shihan commenta ng on the Kyokushin 2nd World Championship with Sanada (L)
about this story and love to watch it on TV or in movie thea‐
ters. It is called "Chu‐Shin‐Gura" in Japanese and known in
English as The 47 Samurai. This story encapsulates the charac‐
ter and values of Japanese society even now. I've wanted to
share it with you for a long me now. Before beginning,
though, I want to share a funny story with you.
I hope you all haven't forgo en about the movie Take a
Chance that we have been working on and should be coming
out soon. When the producer, Sco Perkins, and I first started
planning the filming of the movie, Sco said we needed to find
a well‐known name to be in the starring role. I thought maybe
we could get Sanada to play the role of either Masa or Rikio.
Sanada is very well‐known in Hollywood now a er starring
with Tom Cruise in The Last Samurai and in the TV show Lost
and the X‐Men movies, etc. I first met him very early in his
career at the second Kyokushin World Championship. I was a
commentator for the tournament on a na onal TV broadcast.
Sonny Chiba and Sanada (who was a junior member of Sonny
Chiba's produc on company) were celebrity guests. Sanada

had been a student of Shihan Goda and was s ll very close to
him, so I suggested Shihan Goda contact Sanada for us. He
was able to get in touch with Sanada's agent. His agent said
Sanada was very busy and asked what kind of budget Take a
Chance had. Shihan Goda said a li le over a million dollars
(maybe that was stretching the truth a li le???). "Oh, pre y
big," the agent said. "It would be a good opportunity for Sana‐
da," Shihan Goda replied, "it’s a great story". The agent then
said he was sorry, but Sanada was currently in London
shoo ng a new movie with Keanu Reeves—The 47 Samurai.
Shihan Goda asked what kind of budget they had and the
agent said $100 million. "Oh… oh… pre y good," Shihan Goda
answered quietly, and then was silent.
I saw the movie when it came out. Honestly, I didn't get it.
The story was so far oﬀ from the original events that it didn’t
make sense. In Japan, people are always remaking this story
with their own takes, but the story is always the same and
historically accurate. That is the story I want to share with you
now. There are many diﬀerent opinions and interpreta ons of
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SANKIN KOUTAI: The Shogun ordered the lords to travel lavishly to
these historical events, but I believe this is the most accurate
depic on of what took place.

47 Samurai
Before going into the actual story, I need to give you some
background informa on on the me in Japanese history when
these events took place. Un l the 12th Century, the Imperial
Court was the seat of all power in Japan. From that me on,
the Samurai began gaining more and more power and poli cal
influence. As diﬀerent Samurai gained control of diﬀerent
regions, they would ba le each other in an eﬀort to expand
their territory. By the year 1467, all of Japan was consumed
by inter‐territorial wars. These wars lasted over a hundred
years. By 1600, the territories were consolidated into two
groups—East and West. They faced each other a final me at
the Ba le of Sekigahara. The East, led by Tokugawa, was vic‐
torious and in 1603, the 1st Tokugawa Shogun united all of
Japan under his control.
Once the Shogun gained power, he went to great lengths to
keep it. He closed the borders of Japan and kept it isolated to
prevent outside influence (Japan's isola on from the rest of
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the world lasted nearly 300 years). One way he kept control
of the country was to appoint Daimyo (Lords) to govern every
region of Japan. He appointed lords from 3 groups of peo‐
ple—those related to him, those who were not related but
had been loyal to him before Sekigahara, and those who be‐
came loyal to him a er he became Shogun. The lords in the
last category were sta oned furthest from the capitol, Edo
(Tokyo) and those that he trusted most were sta oned the
closest to him. Since the lords worked for the Shogun, he re‐
quired each lord to have a house/oﬃce in the vicinity of Edo.
The lords lived there with their wives and children. (In es‐
sence, the lord's family were hostages that the Shogun used to
ensure the lords' loyalty). Once a year the lords were allowed
to travel back to visit territories. These trips (Sankin Koutai)
were very expensive and were a means to deplete the re‐
sources of each state so that no single territory could become
powerful enough to threaten the sovereignty of the Shogun‐
ate.
The Shoguns also maintained power through the laws they
imposed on the country. These laws were modeled a er Con‐
fucianism, which stressed loyalty to the reigning leaders. In
addi on, they strictly outlawed violence of any kind. If two
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of power and high social standing.
The lineage of the Emperor stretched back for centuries. The
importance placed on honoring history, tradi on and custom
meant that the Shogun needed to show respect and deference
to the Emperor. He also used his good standing with the Em‐
peror to jus fy his ac ons and agenda. The KO KE were very
close to the Shogun because their knowledge of ceremony and
e que e allowed the Shogun to keep a good rela onship with
the Emperor. Every New Year, the Shogun would send a spe‐
cial envoy to present gi s and pay homage to the Emperor
and his family and communicate his wish for their good health
in the coming year. Later in the year, some me in March, the
Imperial Court would send special messengers to the Shogun
to say thank you for the gi s and New Year's gree ngs (The
Emperor was reliant on the Shogun's strength, so also had an
interest in keeping a good rela onship).

display their power
people fought, they were both punished, regardless of the
reason for the fight.
In 1701, the 5th Shogun ruled the country and Japanese socie‐
ty had changed over the 100 years of peace. The tenets of
Confucianism were strictly adhered to as a means to maintain
law and order. Confucianism stressed the importance of the
public's respect for history and to follow tradi onal customs.
(The root of all ceremonial customs and rules stemmed from
the Imperial Court. Throughout history, the Emperors made
rules of conduct as a means to exhibit control over the public.)
So, naturally, those who had knowledge of Japan's history and
tradi ons and customs gained power. This class of people
were known as KO KE (Master of Ceremony). The KO KE were
an esteemed part of the Imperial Court up to the 13th centu‐
ry. But as inter‐territorial wars broke out, their importance
diminished (along with the Emperor's power), while the Samu‐
rai's power and influence rose. But, during peace me, the
strength of the Samurai was no longer needed. The Shogun
used the Imperial system of rules to control the people. So
the roles of customs and ceremonial protocols became in‐
creasingly important in daily life. This, combined with the
strong influence of Confucianism, gave the KO KE a great deal

Each year, the Shogun would assign a lord each to take care of
the Emperor's two messengers. A lord would tell the Shogun,
"I am so humbled to receive this great honor! I will invest all
of my me, energy and money to do the best job I possibly
can!" But on the inside, I'm sure they would much rather have
not been picked since they would have to pay for everything
out of pocket and knew very li le of the proper ceremonial
procedures for hos ng a messenger. There were so many
rules of e que e and protocol associated with hos ng the
Imperial messengers that the lords, who were Samurai, fre ed
about making a mistake and angering the Shogun and being
banished from the kingdom. So they were completely reliant
upon the KO KE to teach them the customs and protocols they
needed to know.

Kira and Asano
The 47 Samurai story begins with 2 men—Kira and Asano. Kira
was a KO KE in Edo. Asano was the lord of the AKO region/
state in Japan. In 1701, the Shogun sent Kira to deliver the
New Year's gree ng to the Emperor. Two Imperial messen‐
gers were scheduled to arrive in Edo on March 11th. Asano
was assigned to host one of the messengers. Asano and the
other lord would need KO KE to teach them what to do as
hosts.
As I said before, a vast majority of the lords (who were Samu‐
rai) resented the power and influence that the KO KE had. The
KO KE considered themselves superior to everyone else be‐
cause of their authority on ma ers of custom, protocol and
e que e and their close rela onship to the Shogun. Never‐
theless, the lords were forced to swallow their resentments
and humbly seek out the KO KE's instruc on. Being Samurai,
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they had li le knowledge of ceremonial customs. Without the
KO KE's help, they would surely make many faux pas and an‐
ger the Shogun. Kira and Asano already did not think well of
each other. Kira was from a territory that produced salt.
However, the salt produced in AKO, Asano's region, was much
be er quality. The AKO region became wealthy from the pro‐
duc on of high‐quality salt. This made Kira jealous of Asano.
It was common prac ce for lords to give Kira money and gi s
under the table to win his favor and ensure that he taught
them well. Asano, however, only gave Kira a small bribe,
which made Kira very unhappy. Kira instructed Asano and the
other lord at the same me. The other lord had paid a large
bribe to Kira, so Kira would always say he did a great job dur‐
ing the sessions. With Asano, however, he was hyper‐cri cal
and quick to point out mistakes.
From March 11 – 14, 1701, the Imperial messengers visited
Edo. They arrived on the 11th and met the Shogun on the
12th. On the 13th, a tradi onal NO (tradi onal form of Japa‐
nese theatre) ceremony was held and on the 14th, there was a
farewell party. During the visit, Kira remarked in front of a
group of high‐ranking court retainers, while Asano was pre‐
sent, that Asano was making all sorts of mistakes in his hos ng
of the messengers, that he didn't know what to do and was
embarrassing everyone with his ignorance of protocol. Part of
the Samurai way of life says that if someone insults or makes
you look bad in public, you have a duty to protect your honor
by figh ng them. If you do not, it means you are a coward and
will carry that shame with you forever.
Samurai could only carry their short sword inside the castle
because the Shogun didn't allow them to carry the long sword.
As Kira was walking with a court oﬃcial down a narrow path‐
way (called the "Pine Hall” because of the pine tree artwork
that decorates the walls), Asano shouted, "You have insulted
my honor!" and a acked Kira with his short sword. He cut a
gash in Kira's forehead and another across his back as Kira
fled. One of the laws for being inside the Shogun's castle
states that anyone who draws their sword within the castle
grounds will most likely be put to death. Even so, Asano was
so compelled to defend his honor that he couldn't help but
draw his sword and a ack Kira. None of Kira's injuries were
life‐threatening and Asano was taken into custody before he
could a ack further.
The law said that whenever two people fight, BOTH would be
punished. This law originated with the 1st Tokugawa Shogun
and had been well‐established by the me of the 47 Samurai
(under the 5th Shogun). However, the Shogun did not find
any fault or give any punishment to Kira. For Asano, the Sho‐
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gun ordered that he commit Seppuku that same night.
(Seppuku is a ritual suicide done by driving a small sword into
one's stomach and maneuvering it inside to disembowel one‐
self. This is be er known as Hara Kiri, however the word
"Seppuku" was reserved for high‐ranking people such as Sam‐
urai and nobility. A Kai Sha Ku is a skilled swordsman that
stands behind the Samurai commi ng seppuku. At the mo‐
ment the Samurai plunges his sword into his stomach, the Kai
Sha Ku chops the Samurai's head oﬀ. In this way, death by
seppuku is less agonizing). A er hearing his sentence, Asano
apologized to the Shogun's messenger and said that the Sho‐
gun was very kind to allow him to do Seppuku. Dying that way
was considered honorable and a way to atone for a mistake,
as opposed to being executed. The metable of events that
set this story in mo on are as follows:
March 14th, 11:00 a.m.—Asano a acks Kira. Asano is imme‐
diately detained and held in another lord's house. Meanwhile,
Kira receives medical a en on, which includes having the
gash in his forehead s tched up.
March 14th, 3:00 p.m.—Two messengers from the AKO house
in Edo travel back to the castle in the AKO region to report
that Asano a acked Kira and had been detained. (AKO is 620
km (372 miles) from Edo. There was no highway, and the ter‐
rain was very mountainous. On average, it took a messenger
in good shape a li le over a week to make this trek. But the
first 2 messengers were in such a hurry that they made it in 4
days, 9 hours.)
March 14th, 6:00 p.m.—Asano commits seppuku. Meanwhile,
his wife shaves her head. Shaving her head was a way of be‐
ing punished along with her husband. It also prepared her for
life as a nun in a monastery. Such was her devo on to Asano
that upon his death, she le her life behind and commi ed
herself to the monastery. Asano's younger brother, Daigaku,
was put under house arrest.
March 14, Midnight—Two other messengers from the AKO
house in Edo depart for AKO.
March 15—The Shogun sends two messengers to AKO to no ‐
fy them that the en re region and castle were to be seized by
the government and everyone must vacate the premises.
March 15—Asano's body is delivered to his house in Edo. It is
then taken to be buried at SEN GAKU JI Temple.
March 19, 4:00 p.m.—The first two messengers arrive in AKO
to report that Asano had a acked Kira. There were a few re‐
tainers in charge of AKO castle. A retainer was like a manager.
The lord was in charge (like the owner) and the retainers were

—————————————————–—-

—————————————————–—-

Last Year’s Memories Make This Your Year
managers. Among the managers (retainers) there was a sen‐
ior retainer, a KARO (like a general manager) who was the
second in command of the region a er the lord. In AKO, this
posi on was held by a Samurai named Oishi. The messengers
reported to him.
March 19, 8:00 p.m.—The second set of messengers arrived
and reported that Asano had commi ed Seppuku and that
control of AKO and its castle was to be seized by the Shogun's
government.
When Oishi received the messages, he told everyone in AKO
castle what had happened and that their lord had been or‐
dered to commit seppuku and they had been ordered to va‐
cate the castle. They were now Ronin (master‐less Samurai).
They were enraged at the unfairness of the Shogun's decision
since Kira received no punishment at all. Upon hearing the
news, some of the Samurai said that they should stay and de‐
fend the castle against the Shogun's soldiers. Some wanted all
of them to commit seppuku in the castle as a protest against
the Shogun. Others wanted to immediately travel to Edo and
exact revenge on Kira. However, Oishi pointed out that the
Shogun government already had spies everywhere and would

be an cipa ng an act of retalia on. As soon as they learned
of a plan to travel to Edo to kill Kira, they would stop them and
all of them would die without accomplishing anything. At the
same me, Asano's ancestral home in Hiroshima and younger
brother both sent messengers urging the Samurai to go along
peacefully with the Shogun's decision. Oishi was the highest‐
ranking Samurai, so it was up to him to decide the course of
ac on. Oishi sent a message to the Shogun pleading with him
to allow Daigaku, the younger brother, take over as lord of
AKO. That way the Asano lineage could con nue and the Sam‐
urai would s ll have a master/employment. Oishi was loyal to
Asano, the person, as well as the Asano family and AKO re‐
gion.
Oishi said they should all commit Seppuku and that anyone
who didn't agree with him should leave. He made everyone
that stayed sign a solemn pledge of their absolute commit‐
ment to him and their course of ac on. I believe this was
Oishi's way of finding out who was truly loyal to Asano and his
family. A er the pledge was signed, Oishi took it and said they
would wait un l the me was right to commit seppuku.
Meanwhile, he would work on ge ng Daigaku appointed as
lord of AKO, but that would take me. In the mean me, they

The Pine Tree Hallway
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loyal and completely obey
the Shogun.
April 18th and 19th—AKO
castle is handed over to
the Shogun's government.
Before dispersing, Oishi
divided the castle's mon‐
ey equally among all the
remaining Samurai and
said that they would meet
again some me in the
near future. All of the
Samurai le , but Oishi
stayed behind to explain
the layout to the govern‐
ment forces and make
sure everything was trans‐
ferred smoothly.
June 4th—Oishi leaves
AKO and goes to his sec‐
ond house in Kyoto.
July 5th—Oishi begins
spending the majority of
his me at leading a loose
and carefree life, drinking,
partying, and cavor ng
with Geishas. The majori‐
ty of scholars say he did
this purposely to make
the Shogun's spies believe
he had forgo en all about
avenging Asano.
Even
some of Oishi's fellow
Samurai began to ques‐
on his judgment and
resolu on to the cause.
July 18th—The Shogun
denies the request to al‐
Even 300 years later, in this IT World, this story s ll strongly impacts people
low Daigaku to become
lord of AKO. Daigaku and
should prepare to peacefully hand over the castle.
his family are banished from Edo and ordered to return to stay
at their ancestral family home in Hiroshima. At this point,
Part of vaca ng the castle entailed leaving behind all posses‐
Oishi knew for certain that they would follow through with
sions, i.e. armor, ar llery, other weapons. Oishi ordered all of
plan for revenge.
the Samurai to clean the castle from corner to corner and to
polish all of the weapons and make a detailed inventory. He
July 28th—Oishi summons the AKO Samurai to meet with him
did this so they would not lose any face. It was a way of
in Kyoto. Of the original 120 that had previously been com‐
demonstra ng that Lord Asano's Samurai are honorable and
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mi ed to the cause, only 60 came to the mee ng. Among
those that had abandoned the cause were three members of
Oishi's extended family. He was hurt by this and wanted to
find out who was really commi ed to their plan. He instruct‐
ed the Samurai closest to him to return everyone's signed
pledge to commit seppuku, and follow Oishi resolutely, back
to them. He told them to explain when handing it back that
Daigaku had been banished and that there was nothing le for
them to do. Oishi had to take care of his wife and kids, so
needed to look for another job. There was no need for them
to go through with revenge, which is why he was returning the
pledges.
Oishi also said, "If any of the Samurai are angry about aban‐
doning the plan and insist that they cannot live life as a true
Samurai if they don't take ac on and that lord Asano's spirit
can never rest un l Kira is dead… if anyone says something
like that, tell them the truth—we are going to take revenge
soon!" A er receiving their returned pledges, a li le over 50
Samurai remained. Oishi instructed them to spread out and
make their way to Edo. It was essen al that they try to blend
in so as not to draw a en on from either the Shogun or Kira's
spies. Some of the Samurai became businessmen or shop
managers, clerks, etc.
October 7th—Oishi departs Kyoto.
November 5th—Oishi arrives in Edo. The AKO Samurai have a
secret mee ng with him. Oishi divides everyone into 4 groups
to try to monitor Kira's movements and learn his daily sched‐
ule. They only had one shot at revenge. If the a acked at the
wrong place or me, they would all be caught and executed.
Furthermore, they would fail in their duty as Samurai and be
shamed. They had a very hard me tracking Kira's move‐
ments.
One of the AKO Samurai had an aﬃnity for poetry and tradi‐
onal Japanese Tea Ceremony. He had assimilated into Edo
by becoming the student of a Tea Ceremony master who was
an associate of Kira. One day, the Samurai told the master
that he was returning soon to his home in Kyoto and asked if
the master would give him a final lesson. The master said that
December 14th would not be a good day because he was
a ending a tea ceremony at Kira's house. The Samurai imme‐
diately told Oishi that Kira would be at his (Kira's) house on
December 14th.
The Samurai met again. There were now 47 of them. Decem‐
ber 14th was the day they would a ack. They had a limited
budget, but Oishi told them to all wear chain mail under their
clothes and he would purchase everyone's best weapon. They

Chief Lieutenant (KARO) OISHI
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December 14th A ack. This demonstra on o
also wore the same clothing and had whistles.
December 14th—It snowed all day. At midnight, the Samurai
met up and prepared for the a ack. They split into 2 groups.
One group, led by Oishi's son (who was only 15 years old)
would cover the rear and the other, led by Oishi, would be at
the front. At 4:00 a.m. they went to Kira's house. The group
in the back shouted, "FIRE, FIRE, FIRE!" All of the people in
Kira's house, including his Samurai, were panicked. The group
from the rear scaled the walls and started a acking. Oishi's
group busted in the front door and began a acking. Some of
Kira's bodyguards were s ll asleep in their quarters, so the
AKO Samurai barricaded their doors to keep them in. Before‐
hand, Oishi had instructed everyone to a ack in groups of 3.
He also said that if they cut down someone, they didn't need
to stop to finish him oﬀ; just keep going and try to find Kira as
fast as possible.
Kira had some very formidable and notorious Samurai, includ‐
ing the master swordsman Shimizu, as bodyguards. But they
were no match for the 47. The AKO Samurai quickly fought
their way to Kira's room. Upon entering, however, Kira was
nowhere to be seen. They all began to panic. One Samurai
went to Kira's bed and put his hand on the ma ress. "It was
s ll warm!" he shouted, "Kira is somewhere inside!" They
opened a storage closet. Two Samurai came out and were
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quickly defeated. Oishi's men then found an old man
crouched in the corner. The old man told them he wasn't Kira,
he just worked at the house. They dragged the man to the
light and saw the large scar on his forehead… it was Kira.
All 47 Samurai had survived their a ack (16 of Kira's men were
killed, 21 – 25 severely wounded, and 12 ran away). There is
some debate, but most scholars agree that a er the a ack,
Oishi sent one to depart for Asano's ancestral home to tell
Daigaku that they had been successful. They chopped oﬀ
Kira's head and the other 46 went to Sen Gaku Ji Temple.
They placed Kira's head on Asano's grave and waited for Sho‐
gun's soldiers to arrest them. Oishi told the Samurai that they
would not fight anymore. They had fulfilled their duty as Sam‐
urai. While they waited for Shogun's forces, the monks at the
temple brought them rice soup and hot tea.
The Shogun ordered the lords of 4 diﬀerent houses to send
their armies to apprehend the AKO Samurai and detain them
inside their houses. The lords couldn't say it publicly, but most
felt that the AKO Samurai had done a great thing. Most all of
ci zens felt the AKO Samurai were heroes. They had shown
true Samurai Spirit. The Samurai during peace me had be‐
come so and forgo en what it was to be Samurai, but the 46
Samurai showed true loyalty and devo on and should not be
punished for their ac ons. The Shogun didn't expect this. He
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of Samurai duty was the end of a long journey
asked various scholars and monks what they thought, and
most agreed with the idea that the 46 Samurai had done the
right thing. However, the Shogun's Chief Retainer said that
they had broken the Shogun's laws. They had made waves
and commi ed violence. They should be made to commit
seppuku.
February 4, 1703—The Shogun's messengers arrive at the 4
lords' houses where the 46 Samurai are being held. They an‐
nounce that Lord Asano had commi ed a crime by a acking
Kira. The Shogun hadn't found Kira guilty, and the 46 Samurai
defied these orders by taking revenge and must be punished.
Oishi replied, "We accept any decision made by the Shogun.
We understand. We also feel that the Shogun is very gener‐
ous in allowing us to commit seppuku. We are very happy.
Thank you very much."
A er their death, all 46 were buried in graves surrounding that
of Asano and his wife. In the me immediately a er these
events, the story of the 47 Samurai was told over and over in
books and Kabuki plays. Because they had gone against the
Shogun, the plays and books couldn’t use their real names
when telling their story. But this story has survived more than
300 years. Also, on November 5, 1868, the Meiji Emperor sent
an Imperial plaque to the graves of the Samurai in Sen Gaku Ji.
He praised the loyalty the Samurai showed to their lord and

said their ac ons were very noble and admirable. This act by
the Emperor renewed the Japanese people's spirit and sense
of themselves. Even now, every year this story is presented all
over Japan in December.
There are many other aspects and anecdotes to the story that
we don't have space to recount here. For example, the per‐
sonal journey of each of the Samurai; the decisions and inner
struggles that each made so that of the 200 that started out
on the path of revenge, the number was reduced along the
way to 120, then 60, then 50, then just 47. Samurais are hu‐
mans a er all. They had to decide whether to sacrifice the
lives of their families in order to fulfill their du es and honor
as Samurai. The core of the Samurai belief system is to not
fear death. Without the fear of death, one is able to focus
solely on living a life of honor and principle. Another im‐
portant aspect of this story is that Oishi's oldest son, who was
only 15, was among the 47 who a acked Kira's house and lat‐
er commi ed seppuku. It's hard for us to imagine in this mod‐
ern age allowing a 15 year old to take part of this and so freely
give up his life.
I've wanted to share this story with you for a long me. I read
so many diﬀerent books and opinions to get to the truth of the
story, so Sensei Karl and I did our best to pass it on to you.
OSU!
Page 11

—————————————————–—-

—————————————————–—-

Issue 39 - January, 2015

Have You
Been
Watching
“MARRY
ME” on NBC

?
Page 12

Editor-in-Chief: Saiko Shihan Y. Oyama
Editors: Sensei Karl Julian
Graphic Artist: Sensei Masa Takahashi
Technical Assistant: Senpai Tony Ching

World Oyama Karate Honbu Dojo
1804 29th Avenue South, Homewood, AL 35209
Phone: (205) 879-4841 Fax: (205) 879-4849
www.worldoyama.com

Copyright © 2015 World Oyama Karate. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited.

